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leveling every habitation to the ground with a
thoroughness beyond anything attempted under
the French alliance. The settlers and farmers fled
eastward to the towns to live in cellars, camps, and
sheds as best they could.1 Fortunately the colo-
nies retained a large part of the military organiza-
tion, both men and officers, of the French War,
and were soon able to handle the situation. De-
troit and Niagara were relieved by water; and an
expedition commanded by Colonel Bouquet, who
had distinguished himself under General Forbes,
saved Fort Pitt.

At this time the Scotch-Irish frontiersmen sud-
denly became prominent. They had been organ-
izing for their own protection and were meeting
with not a little success. They refused to join
the expedition of regular troops marching west-
ward against Pontiac's warriors, because they
wanted to protect their own homes and because
they believed the regulars to be marching to sure
destruction. Many of the regular troops were
invalided from the West Indies, and the Scotch-
Irish never expected to see any of them again.
They believed that the salvation of Pennsylvania,

1 For an account of Pontiac's conspiracy, see The Old Northwest,
by Frederic A. Ogg (in The Chronicles of America).